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1. 


Claims 1-26 are presented for examination. 


2. 


Claims 1-26 are rejected. 


Information Disclosure Statement 


3. The information disclosure statement filed 1 1/20/2001 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1.98(a)(2), which requires a legible copy of each U.S. and foreign patent; each publication or 
that portion which caused it to be listed; and all other information or that portion which caused it 
to be listed. It has been placed in the application file, but the information referred to therein has 
not been considered. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 21 is objected to because of the following informalities: "after user the 
registration" should be "after user registration". Appropriate correction is required. 


5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 


Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 


6. Claims 1, 2, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuei, 
US Patent #6,654,779 and in view of Ueshima, US Patent #6,731,731. 
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7. As per claim 1 , Tsuei teaches an invention for forwarding electronic mail that is 
addressed to an old email address to a second email address. Tsuei's invention comprises of: 

a) A server, within the data communication network, to receive data from a 
database, to host forwarding searches, and to perform forwarding actions (Col 9, lines 53-54. 
Sender ISP sends an address query to the E-mail Address Management system (EAMS 
hereinafter). Col 10, lines 28-33. Sender ISP receives a new address from the EAMS and 
forwards the email to the user), 

b) A database, in communication with the server within the data communication 
network, that enters, updates, and maintains source and destination electronic mail addresses 
for forwarding; wherein the system is adapted to (Col 6, lines 16-24. EAMS is a database 
system used to correlate an old email address to a new email address. Col 6, lines 31-44. User 
registers his/her address change with the EAMS, and the EAMS maintains a database of the old 
and new addresses), 

c) Receive a registration of an electronic mail account of a user to forward to anew 
electronic mail address (Col 6, lines 30-33. User registers his/her address change with the 
EAMS. Col 1 1 , lines 12-16. Registration includes submitting an old email address and a new 
email address), 

d) Receive an electronic mail message from a sender that specifies the user's 
electronic mail account as a recipient (Col 9, lines 4-6. Sender sends an email that specifies the 
user's email address. Col 9, line 18, Sender ISP receives the email), 

e) Search for the new electronic mail address for the user for forwarding (Col 9, 
lines 60-64. EAMS searches its database for the new email address); and 
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f) Forward the electronic mail message to the new electronic mail address (Col 10, 
lines 30-36. The email is forwarded to the new email address). 

8. Tsuei teaches different types of authentication processes for using the service to change 
the user's email address in order to provide security for users. The authentication processes 
involves providing authenticating information such as the user's personal information (Col 10, 
lines 48-60). However, Tsuei does not teach of sending a confirmation electronic mail with a 
required password to the user. 

9. Ueshima teaches an invention for authentication, where it is a well known method of 
authentication for a registered user of a system to be assigned a password, where the 
authentication involves inputting a password (Col 1 , lines 28-36). Ueshima further teaches that 
the passwords may be transmitted as an electronic mail to an electronic mail address specified 
by the user (Col 4, lines 42-45). 

10. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Ueshima because the teachings of Ueshima to 
provide a password in an electronic mail for authentication purposes improves the security of 
Tsuei's invention by preventing unauthorized access to the system, further protecting the users' 
email addresses and ensuring that the address changes are valid. 

11. As per claim 2, Tsuei teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the data communication 
network includes at least one of the Internet and an Intranet (Col 4, lines 36-37. Electronic mail 
operates in an internet environment. Col 1, lines 46-54. Electronic mail may involve domains 
such as .gov, .mil, or .edu). 
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1 2. As per claim 9, Tsuei teaches the system of claim 1 , wherein the sender receives an 
electronic mail message from the user informing the sender that the sender's electronic mail 
message was forwarded (Col 7, lines 43-46. Sender ISP notifies the sender via an email of the 
user's new address). 

13. Claims 3, 4, 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuei, 
US Patent #6,654,779, Ueshima, US Patent #6,731 ,731 and in view of Macintosh et al, US 
Application #2002/0138581 (Macintosh hereinafter). 

14. As per claim 3, Tsuei does not teach the system of claim 1 , wherein the user's electronic 
email account is disabled after the user registration. 

15. Macintosh teaches an invention for creating an email forwarding address, where a user 
can manage his/her email address account and has the option to disable any one of the user's 
email forwarding addresses (Paragraph 0007). Furthermore, Macintosh teaches that a 
forwarding email addresses can be used for the system instead of the user's personal email 
address (Paragraph 0075). 

16. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to disable an email 
address improves the capability of Tsuei's invention by allowing the user to terminate an 
account that might be receiving unwanted email such as spam. 
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17. As per claim 4, Tsuei teaches of communicating through electronic mail to the user's 
friends and acquaintances by providing the user's electronic mail address (Col 5 t lines 51-60). 
Tsuei does not teach the system, wherein server forwards an electronic mail address of the 
sender to the user. 

18. Macintosh teaches that the user can receive an email from a sender and the user can 
send a reply email back to the sender (Paragraph 0088; 0093). 

1 9. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to receive the electronic 
mail address of the sender improves the functionality of Tsuei's invention by preventing the 
receipt of anonymous electronic mail and further allowing the user's to respond to incoming 
mail. 

20. As per claim 5, Tsuei does not teach the system of claim 4, wherein the user responds 
to one of the sender directly and to the sender indirectly through the server. 

21 . Macintosh teaches that a user can respond directly and indirectly to the sender through 
the server by providing an option to mask the user's email address so that sender does not 
know the user's email address (Paragraph 0093). 

22. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to provide the user an 
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option to reveal the user's email address to the sender improves the functionality of Tsuei's 
invention by providing greater privacy and protection to the user. 

23. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuei, US Patent 
#6,654,779, Ueshima, US Patent #6,731,731, and in view of Quine, US Patent #6,832,246. 

24. As per claim 6, Tsuei does not teach the system of claim 1 , wherein the user's new 
electronic mail address is made unavailable to the sender. 

25. Quine teaches an invention for electronic mail forwarding where the forwarding system 
sends an email to the sender indicating that the original addressed electronic mail was 
forwarded (Col 6, lines 1-3). 

26. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Quine because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. The teachings of Quine to send an electronic mail to the sender 
indicating the message was forwarded improves the user-friendliness of Tsuei's invention by 
allowing the sender to know that sender's electronic mail has reached its destination and it also 
protects the privacy of the of user's electronic mail address, improving the functionality of 
Tseui's invention. 

27. Claims 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuei, 
US Patent #6,654,779, Ueshima, US Patent #6,731,731 and in view of Mulligan et al, US Patent 
#5,937,161 (Mulligan hereinafter). 
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28. As per claim 7, Tsuei teaches that if the user's old electronic mail account exists, the 
electronic mail is send to the user's old electronic mail account (Col 9, lines 31-34). If the old 
electronic mail does not exist, then the a new address is searched (Col 9, lines 60-64). Tsuei 
does not teach the system, wherein the electronic mail message from the sender is forwarded to 
the user's electronic mail account, if the new electronic mail address is not found. 

29. Mulligan teaches an invention for electronic message forwarding, where if there is no 
match for forwarding the electronic mail, it is forwarded to the user-specified address (Col 7, 
lines 20-25). 

30. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Mulligan because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings Mulligan to forward the electronic mail 
to the user's mail account if there is no forwarding information improves reliability of Tsuei's 
invention by allowing the user to receive the electronic mail even if the database might not 
available, and it ensures that the user will receive the electronic mail. 

31 . As per claim 8, Tseui teaches the system of claim 7, wherein the sender receives an 
electronic mail message indicating that the sender's electronic mail message is undeliverable if 
the user's electronic mail account is no longer reachable (Col 10, lines 7-1 1 . Sender ISP 
notifies the sender via an email that the message could not be delivered to the provided 
address). 

32. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Mulligan because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings Tsuei to notify the sender if the 


Application/Control Number: 09/990,256 Page 9 

Art Unit: 2154 

electronic mail could not be delivered improves the user-friendliness of Tsuei's invention by 
because the notification will allow the sender to not unknowingly and repeatedly send electronic 
messages to an account that cannot be reached. 

33. Claims 10-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuei, US 
Patent #6,654,779 and in view of Ueshima, US Patent #6,731 ,731 , Mulligan, US Patent 
#5,937,161, and Macintosh, US Application #2002/0138581. 

34. As per claim 10, Tsuei teaches an invention for forwarding electronic mail that is 
addressed to an old email address to a second email address. Tsuei's invention is implemented 
as one or more computer application programs, operative to run on a computer apparatus (Col 
8, lines 51-54). Tsuei's invention comprises of: 

a ) Receive a registration of an electronic mail account of a user to forward to a new 
electronic mail address (Col 6, lines 30-33. User registers his/her address change with the 
EAMS. Col 11, lines 12-16. Registration includes submitting an old email address and a new 
email address), 

b) Receive an electronic mail message from a sender that indicates the user's 
electronic mail account as a recipient (Col 9, lines 4-6. Sender sends an email that specifies the 
recipient's email address. Col 9, line 18, Sender ISP receives the email), 

c) Search a database for the new electronic mail address of the user for forwarding 
(Col 9, lines 60-64. EAMS searches its database for the new email address), 

d) Forwarding the electronic mail message to the new electronic mail address (Col 
10, lines 30-37. The email is forwarded to the new email address), 
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e) Send an electronic mail message to the sender indicating that the sender's 
electronic mail message to user is undeliverable (Col 10, lines 7-11. Sender ISP notifies the 
sender via an email that the message could not be delivered to the provided address). 

35. Tsuei teaches various types of authentication processes for changing the address such 
as providing the consumer's personal information to ensure that the address change is valid 
(Col 10, lines 48-60). However, Tsuei does not teach of sending a confirmation electronic mail 
with a required password to the user. 

36. Tsuei teaches different types of authentication processes for using the service to change 
the user's email address in order to provide security for users. The authentication processes 
involves providing authenticating information such as the user's personal information (Col 10, 
lines 48-60). However, Tsuei does not teach of sending a confirmation electronic mail with a 
required password to the user. 

37. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Ueshima because the teachings of Ueshima to 
provide a password in an electronic mail for authentication purposes improves the security of 
Tsuei's invention by preventing unauthorized access to the system, further protecting the users' 
email addresses and ensuring that the address changes are valid. 

38. Tsuei teaches that if the user's old electronic mail account exists, the electronic mail is 
send to the user's old electronic mail account (Col 9, lines 31-34). If the old electronic mail does 
not exist, then the a new address is searched (Col 9, lines 60-64). Tsuei does not teach the 


Application/Control Number: 09/990,256 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2154 

system, wherein the electronic mail message from the sender is forwarded to the user's 
electronic mail account, if the new electronic mail address is not found. 

39. Mulligan teaches an invention for electronic message forwarding, where if there is no 
match for forwarding the electronic mail, it is forwarded to the user-specified address (Col 7, 
lines 20-25). 

40. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Mulligan because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings Mulligan to forward the electronic mail 
to the user's mail account if there is no forwarding information improves reliability of Tsuei's 
invention by allowing the user to receive the electronic mail even if the database might not be 
available, and it ensures that the user will receive the electronic mail.. 

41 . Tsuei does not teach the system, wherein server forwards an electronic mail address of 
the sender to the user. 

42. Macintosh teaches that the user can receive an email from a sender and the user can 
send a reply email to the sender (Paragraph 0088; 0093). 

43. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to receive the electronic 
mail address of the sender improves the functionality of Tsuei's invention by preventing the 
receipt of anonymous electronic mail and further allowing the user's to respond to incoming 
mail. 
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44. As per claim 11, Tsuei teaches the system of claim 10, wherein the instructions are 
provided to a server to host forwarding searches and to execute forwarding actions (Col 9, lines 
53-54. Sender ISP sends an address query to the EAMS. Col 10, lines 28-33. Sender ISP 
receives a new address from the EAMS and forwards the email to the user). 

45. As per claim 12, Tsuei teaches the system of claim 10, wherein the instructions are 
provided to a database to input, monitor, and update an electronic mail address for forwarding 
(Col 6, lines 16-24. EAMS is a database system used to correlate an old email address to a 
new email address. Col 6, lines 31-44. User registers his/her address change with the EAMS, 
and the EAMS maintains a database of the old and new addresses). 

46. As per claims 13, Tsuei does not teach the system of claim 12, wherein the user's 
electronic email account is disabled after the database receives instructions to input the 
electronic mail account. 

47. Macintosh teaches an invention for creating an email forwarding address, where a user 
creates email address with a service and has the option to disable any of the email forwarding 
addresses (Paragraph 0007). Furthermore, Macintosh teaches that a forwarding email 
addresses can be used instead of the user's personal email address (Paragraph 0075). 

48. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to disable an email 
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address improves the capability of Tsuei's invention by allowing the user to terminate an 
account that might be receiving unwanted email such as spam. 

49. As per claims 14 and 15, Tsuei does not teach the system, wherein the user responds to 
one of the sender directly and to the sender's electronic mail address indirectly through the 
server. 

50. Macintosh teaches that a user can respond directly and indirectly to the sender through 
the server by providing an option to mask the user's email address so that sender does not 
know the user's email address (Paragraph 0093). 

51 . It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to provide the user an 
option to reveal the user's email address to the sender improves the functionality of Tsuei's 
invention by providing greater privacy and protection to the user. 

52. As per claim 16, Tsuei teaches the system of 10, wherein the sender is informed that the 
electronic mail message of the sender has been delivered to the new electronic mail address of 
the user (Col 7, lines 43-46. Sender ISP notifies the sender via an email of the user's new 
address). 

53. Claims 17-20, 22, 23, 25, 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tsuei, US Patent #6,654,779, Mulligan, US Patent #5,937,161 , and in view of Macintosh, 
US Application #2002/0138581, 
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54. As per claim 17, Tsuei teaches an invention for forwarding electronic mail that is 
addressed to an old email address to a second email address. Tsuei's invention is implemented 
as one or more computer application programs, operative to run on a computer apparatus (Col 
8, lines 51-54). Tsuei's invention comprises of: 

a) A receiving a registration of an electronic mail account of a user to forward to a 
new electronic mail address (Col 6, lines 30-33. User registers his/her address change with the 
EAMS. Col 1 1 , lines 12-16. Registration includes submitting an old email address and a new 
email address), 

b) Receiving an electronic mail message from a sender that specifies the user's 
electronic mail account as a recipient (Col 9, lines 4-6. Sender sends an email that specifies the 
recipient's email address. Col 9, line 18, Sender ISP receives the email), 

c) Searching for the new electronic mail address of the user for forwarding (Col 9, 
lines 60-64. EAMS searches its database for the new email address); 

d) Forwarding the electronic mail message to the new electronic mail address (Col 
10, lines 30-37. The email is forwarded to the new email address), 

e) Sending an electronic mail message to the sender indicating that the sender's 
electronic mail message to user is undeliverable (Col 10, lines 7-11. Sender ISP notifies the 
sender via an email that the message could not be delivered to the provided address). 

55. Tsuei teaches of communicating through electronic mail to the user's friends and 
acquaintances by providing the user's electronic mail address (Col 5, lines 51-60). Tsuei does 
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not teach the system, wherein server forwards an electronic mail address of the sender to the 
user. 

56. Macintosh teaches that the user can receive an email from a sender and the user can 
send a reply email to the sender (Paragraph 0088; 0093). 

57. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to receive the electronic 
mail address of the sender improves the functionality of Tsuei's invention by preventing the 
receipt of anonymous electronic mail and further allowing the user's to respond to incoming 
mail. 

58. Tsuei teaches that if the user's old electronic mail account exists, the electronic mail is 
send to the user's old electronic mail account (Col 9, lines 31-34). If the old electronic mail does 
not exist, then the a new address is searched (Col 9, lines 60-64). Tsuei does not teach the 
system, wherein the electronic mail message from the sender is forwarded to the user's 
electronic mail account, if the new electronic mail address is not found. 

59. Mulligan teaches an invention for electronic message forwarding, where if there is no 
match for forwarding the electronic mail, it is forwarded to the user-specified address (Col 7, 
lines 20-25). 

60. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Mulligan because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings Mulligan to forward the electronic mail 
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to the user's mail account if there is no forwarding information improves reliability of Tsuei's 
invention by allowing the user to receive the electronic mail even if the database might not be 
available, and it ensures that the user will receive the electronic mail.. 

61 . As per claim 1 8, Tsuei teaches the system of claims 1 7, wherein the data 
communication network includes at least one of the Internet and an Intranet (Col 4, lines 36-37. 
Electronic mail operates in an internet environment. Col 1 , lines 46-54. Electronic mail may 
involve domains such as .gov, .mil, or .edu). 

62. As per claim 19, Tsuei teaches the method of 17, wherein a server, having circuitry to 
receive data from a database, performs forwarding searches and provides forwarding actions 
(Col 9, lines 53-54. Sender ISP sends an address query to the EAMS. Col 10, lines 28-33. 
Sender ISP receives a new address from the EAMS and forwards the email to the user. Col 8, 
line 64-65. A computer system is associated with the sender ISP and the EAMS). 

63. As per claim 20, Tsuei teaches the method claim 19, wherein the database enters, 
updates, and maintains electronic mail address for forwarding (Col 6, lines 16-24. EAMS is a 
database system used to correlate an old email address to a new email address. Col 6, lines 
31-44. User registers his/her address change with the EAMS, and the EAMS maintains a 
database of the old and new addresses). 

64. As per claim 22, Tsuei does not teach the system of claim 17, wherein the user's 
electronic email account is disabled after the user registration. 
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65. Macintosh teaches an invention for creating an email forwarding address, where a user 
can manage his/her email address account and has the option to disable any of the email 
forwarding addresses (Paragraph 0007). Furthermore, Macintosh teaches that a forwarding 
email addresses can be used instead of the user's personal email address (Paragraph 0075). 

66. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to disable an email 
address improves the capability of Tsuei's invention by allowing the user to terminate an 
account that might be receiving unwanted email such as spam. 

67. As per claim 23, Tsuei does not teach the method of claim 19, wherein the user 
responds to one of the sender directly and to the sender indirectly through the server. 

68. Macintosh teaches that a user can respond directly and indirectly to the sender through 
the server by providing an option to mask the user's email address so that sender does not 
know the user's email address (Paragraph 0093). 

69. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Macintosh because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. Furthermore, the teachings of Macintosh to provide the user an 
option to send the user's email address to the sender improves the functionality of Tsuei's 
invention by providing greater privacy and protection to the user. 

70. As per claim 25, Tsuei teaches the system of claims 17, wherein the sender receives an 
electronic mail message from the user informing the sender that the sender's electronic mail 
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message was forwarded (Col 7, lines 43-46. Sender ISP notifies the sender via an email of the 
user's new address). 

71. As per claim 26, Tsuei teaches the method of claim 19, wherein the sender receives an 
electronic mail message from a server that informs the sender that the sender's electronic mail 
message was forwarded to the user (Col 7, lines 43-46. Sender ISP notifies the sender via an 
email of the user's new address). 

72. Claim 21 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuei, US 
Patent #6,654,779, Mulligan, US Patent #5,937,161, Macintosh, US Application 
#2002/0138581, and in view of Ueshima, US Patent #6,731,731. 

73. As per claim 21 , Tsuei teaches various types of authentication processes for changing 
the address such as providing the consumer's personal information to provide security for the 
user (Col 10, lines 48-60). However, Tsuei does not teach of a confirmation electronic mail with 
a password is sent to the user after user registration. 

74. Ueshirna teaches an invention for authentication, where Ueshima teaches that it is a well 
known method of authentication for a registered user of a system to be assigned a password, 
where authentication involves inputting a password (Col 1, lines 28-36). Ueshima further 
teaches that the passwords may be transmitted as an electronic mail to an electronic mail 
address specified by the user (Col 4, lines 42-45). 

75. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Ueshima because the teachings of Ueshima to 
provide a password in an electronic mail for authentication purposes improves the security of 
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Tsuei's invention by preventing unauthorized access to the system, further protecting the users' 
email addresses and ensuring that the address changes are valid. 

76. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tsuei, US 
Patent #6,654,779, Mulligan, US Patent #5,937,161, Macintosh, US Application 
#2002/0138581, and in view of Quine, US Patent #6,832,246. 

77. As per claim 24, Tsuei does not teach the system of claim 17, wherein the user's new 
electronic mail address is made unavailable to the sender. 

78. Quine teaches an invention for electronic mail forwarding where the forwarding system 
sends an email to the sender indicating that the original addressed electronic mail was 
forwarded (Col 6, lines 1-3). 

79. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to combine the teachings of Tsuei and Quine because both inventions deal with the 
forwarding of electronic mail. The teachings of Quine to send an electronic mail to the sender 
indicating the message was forwarded improves the user-friendliness of Tsuei's invention by 
allowing the sender to know that sender's electronic mail has reached its destination and it also 
protects the privacy of the of user's electronic mail address, improving the functionality. 

Conclusion 

80. A shortened statutory period for reply to this Office action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. 
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81 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Joshua Joo whose telephone number is 571 272-3966 and fax number is 
571 273-3966. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8 to 5:30. 

82. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John A Follansbee can be reached on 571 272-3964. 

83. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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